My Neighbor is Muslim

as salaam alaikum
wa-alaikum as salaam



My Neighbor is Muslim
Course Outline

* Week one
* Introduction to the course
* Whatis Islam?
* Who was Muhammad?

* Week two
* What is the Qur’an? The Hadith?
* What is Sharia Law?

* Week three
 What do Muslims believe?
 What do Muslims practice?
* |slam and Christianity/ and Judaism



My Neighbor is Muslim
Course Outline

e Week four

* Muslim history
* From expansion to conflict to contraction

* Week five
* Muslim guests — Monir and Linda Ludin
* Islam in America

* Week six
* Contemporary Islam
* Fundamentalism — from Kharijites to ISIS
* 9/11 and the rise of terrorism
* “Arab springs” and the rise of ISIS



My Neighbor is Muslim
Course Outline

* Week seven
* The 215t century struggles for Islam
* Key issues facing Muslims
* How to relate to Muslims today

* Week eight

* Two Muslim guests — Yassir and Amal Kassir

 Week nine
* Visit to Mosque
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What is Islam?

* Areligion of peace SLM = Peace
e But also a religion of submission
* A prophetic religion
* Divinely revealed thru humans
* Aradical, monotheistic, Abrahamic religion

* Prophetic tradition: Abraham — Moses — Jesus — Muhammad
* The Kaaba (Abraham and Ishmail)

* A global religion
e second largest in the world — 1.5 Billion



What is Islam?

* Areligion of multiple expressions
* Not a monolith

* A religion of orthopraxis (right practice)

* Sin= not disobedience, but weakness — we need help
* A practical religion

* Achievable guidelines for all aspects of life

* Areligion of Ideals and realities

We should not compare our ideals with their realities!



The Muslim Mosaic

e Community leadership Sunni vs Shia
* Cultural Connection Arab vs non-Arab

* Religious Expression  Liberal vs Orthodox vs
Fundamental plus Sufi



Who was Muhammad?

* The timeline of Muhammad’s life

 Early life in Mecca

* Born about 570 CE
Member of Hashimite clan, Qurayshite tribe
Known as Al-Amin, the trustworthy one
Orphaned at age 6
Raised by Uncle, Abu Talib
 His marriage and family

* Married Khadija, sired six children

* Fatima —youngest daughter
* Ali—Muhammad’s cousin, adopted son, and son-in-law



Who was Muhammad?

* Early revelations and his night journey

* The night of power and excellence - his 1% revelation
Themes of Meccan preaching — led to persecutions

* One God
e Judgement Day
e Gratitude and generosity
* Daily prayer
Deaths of Khadija and Abu Talib

The night journey and ascent to heaven
The visitors from Medina



Who was Muhammad?

* Movement to Medina — the HIJRA

* More complex revelations

Battles of success

Battles of failure

Battle of stalemate — problems with Jewish communities
Ultimate success — capture of Mecca

Died in 632CE

What about his many wives?



Arabia at the time of
Muhammad

Arabia during the
Life of Muhammad

route of Hejira

main route
direction of army
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pact of Hudaybiyah, 628
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What is the Qur’an?

* The Qur’an (Koran) — the Word of God
* Portion of the “Mother of the Book”
* Arabic language is crucial
* Compiled and written down by early 650s CE
 Difficult to read — not chronological
* Central themes: Unity, surrender, mercy
 Sinis not due to “fall” but rather to a “mistake”

* Interpretation originally governed by ljtihad
* The right of personal interpretation



What is the Qur’an?

* Issues regarding the Qur’an
* Muhammad was illiterate
e Conversion of oral to written text
* Multiple Arabic versions/meanings of words
Conflicts over interpretation
* The first “mutiny”, the Khawarij
The principle of abrogation
* New Qur’an and Hadith criticism efforts



What is the Qur’an?

 The Qur’an and Jesus
 Virgin birth
* Miracles
* Messiah

e The Qur’an and Christians and Jews

e Same God
 Will be saved
e Dhimmis



Other Sources of Faith in Islam

* Qjyas — applied reasoning
* Also reasoning by analogy

* [jma — consensus of the community
* Examples — veneration of saints and sinlessness of prophets
* Became difficult as Islam spread

e ljtihad replaced by Taqglid — tradition in 2"4 millenium CE
* Closed the door to creativity
* An intellectual retreat



Other Sources of Faith in Islam

* Hadith — stories of the example of Muhammad
e Reasons for the Hadith
e Authority of the Hadith

 Six authoritative collections — collected between 800 & 900
e Content of the Hadith

» Six types- legal, social, religious, and moral teachings
e Structure of the Hadith

e “chain” — lists who said from whom, etc.

* “text” — substance of Hadith — agreed with Qur’an
* Three categories

e Strong, pretty good, and weak



What is Sharia Law?

e Sharia — All embracing code of life

e Schools of Law — Established for standardization

e Sunni Islam has four major
* Hanifa — Most liberal
e Maliki — Conservative
e Shafi’l = Middle of the road
* Hanbali — Most fundamentalist
 Shia Islam has one major and other minor ones
e Ja'fari — Broad scope for ljtihad as used by scholars



What is Sharia Law?

* The scope of Sharia
* Religious duties
e Personal and social affairs
* Criminal, constitutional, administrative and military

* Underlying Principles of Law

* Classification of Actions
* Obligatory - example: daily prayer
* Meritorious — example: extra fasting
* Indifferent — most human activity
* Blameworthy — example: missing prayer
* Forbidden — example: adultery, idolatry



What is Sharia Law?

* Administration of Sharia
* Muslim minorities — family life
* Muslim majorities - depends
* Religious courts

e Other sources of law
* Non-revealed administrative law
e Local customs



What do Muslims believe?

* God — Allah

* Aspects of God — unity, oneness, existence
e 99 Beautiful names
* Human response — gratitude, service, awe

* Angels — messengers created from light
e Chief angels — there are four
* Others including Jinn and Deuvils

* Prophets
e 28 Prophets — 22 from the Bible
* 5 Messengers (Prophets who come with a book)



What do Muslims believe?

 Books
e Torah, Psalms, Gospel, and Qur’an
e Jewish and Christian books are unreliable

* Day of Judgment (mostly from the Hadith)
* General signs — great calamities
 Specific signs — Mahdi, Jesus, the beast

* Predestination
* Not official
» Tenets - good and evil take place by God’s will



What do Muslims practice?

e Confession
e Recitation is only requirement to be a Muslim
* First words to an infant; last words before death

* Prayer
e Acted out statement of surrender
* Five times every day

* Fasting
* Month of Ramadan
* Exemptions are few
* Benefits are many



What do Muslims practice?

=] Alms
® Mandatory, but is an act of purification
B Some exemptions
® Recipients — poor, clergy
=] Pilgrimage - Hajj
B Aoncein a lifetime experience
® Rituals are associated with the pilgrimage

=] Jihad — not actually official practice

® |jterally means struggle against evil

B Greater versus lesser

m (Classical versus contemporary — lots of rules




Gender related Beliefs and Practices

Circumcision (genital mutilation)

Marriage and Divorce
* Multiple
* Forced vs. Arranged
* Outside the faith
* Homosexuality

Abortion — prohibited but contraception is OK
Honor killing — rare, pre-Islamic

Treatment of women
* Domestic abuse —many rules
* Veiling - modesty? Oppression?



Other Beliefs and Practices

* Alcohol and Gambling — forbidden

Pork and certain other foods — forbidden. Much like Judaism

Dancing — generally discouraged. However, ...
* “Whirling Dervishes”

Slavery — Ottomans abolished but still exists in some places
Charity

Finance



The early Muslim community

* Dealing with Minorities
* The Constitution of Medina
* Jews and Christians were initially protected
* Helpers versus Immigrants

* Early issues in the Community
* Pressing physical needs
e Establishing the Mosque
* Relating to the Jews
* Overcoming the Meccans
* Consolidating and expanding Islam

* This time is the normative period of Islam



The early Muslim community

* The Four Rightly Guided Caliphs (believers)

e Abu Bakr

* Deputy of the Prophet — the Reliable
* Umar

« Commander of the Faithful
 Uthman

* From the Ummayad clan

» Official edition of Qur’an published
Ali

* Atime of warfare

Martyrdom of Husayn
e Cemented the division between Sunni and Shia
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The Ebb and Flow of the Muslim World

* The Caliphate — The Golden Ages
 The Ummayyad Empire — Arab in Damascus
 The Abbasid Empire — Persian in Baghdad
* The Spanish Ummayyad Empire
* The Fatimid Kingdom - Egypt

* The Crusades
* Original aim was to liberate Jerusalem
* Follow-on Crusades had many motives

 The Mongols
* Ended the Abbasid Empire
* Mamluks in Egypt resisted the Mongols



The Ebb and Flow of the Muslim World

e The Sultanates

* The three Empires
e Ottoman Empire - Turkey

e Safavid Empire — Persia
* Mughal - India
* Colonialism
* Proof of Muslim disobedience

e First time under non-Islamic rule
* Islamic renewal followed and took many forms



Muslim Guests

e Monir and Linda Ludin

* 4 grown daughters, 1 grandson
* Monir —very active in Muslim community

* Bornin Afganistan
* Board of Colorado Muslim Society
e Steering committee of Muslims intent on Learning and Activism

 Starting a consulting firm headquartered in Denver

* Linda — also very active
* From an Air Force family
* Member of Colorado Muslim Speakers Bureau
* Member of Interfaith dinner groups
* Is a dentist in Denver



Islamic Modernism

* Goals of Modernism
* Renewed pride in Islamic heritage
* Inspiration of like-minded Muslims
* Reinterpretation of traditional concepts

* Approaches to Modernism in the 20" Century
e Secularist — separation of public and private
e Reformist — renovation through Islamic reform
* Traditionalist —restore to an early Islamic ideal

* Today’s Islam is struggling with these positions



Islamic Modernism

* Early Reformers
* Jamal al-Din al-Afghani
* Muhammad Abduh
Rashid Rida
Sayyid Ahmad Khan
Muhammad Igbal
Muhammad Ali
Ishmail Pasha
Hasan al-Banna



Early forms of Islamic Fundamentalism

e What is fundamentalism?
 Four characteristics

e Essentials of fundamentalist Islam
* Norm is the Medinan community
 Remove un-Islamic innovations
* Critique of established institutions

* Kharijites — the first radical fundamentalists
* Rebellion against Ali
* Literal interpretation of Qur’an and Sunna
* Jihad included violence and warfare



Early forms of Islamic Fundamentalism

* The Assassins: (hashashim) — earliest “terrorists”
* Branch of Ismaili Shia
* Leader — Hasan al-Sabbah — fortress of Alamut
 Known as the self-sacrificers
* Overrun by Mongols — mid-1200s

* The Wahhabi Movement in Arabia
* Begun by Muhammad Abd al-Wahhab — mid-1700s
e Return to true Islamic practice based on Qur’an, etc.
* Was joined by Muhammad ibn-Saud
* Rejected Sufism and destroyed shrines and tombs
* Reintroduced ljtihad, but regulated it



Modern Islamic fundamentalist Movements

Jamaat-i-Islami — Pakistan
* Founded by Abul Ala Mawdudi
* Feared the power of the west

Muslim Brotherhood — Egypt
* Founded by Hasan al-Banna
 Fundamental wing led by Sayyid Qutb

Iranian Revolution — Iran
* Led by Ayatollah Khomeini
* Now an Islamic republic

Salafism — Middle East

 Literal, strict, puritanical approach to Islam
« Some advocate violent jihad - ISIS

Taliban — Afganistan
e Came to power in 1994 after Russians left



The Struggle for 215t Century Islam

* 9/11 signaled a major crisis within Islam

* Reemphasis on Jihad
* Qur’an has considerable ambivalence
* Armed struggle — defensive, but...
* Sword verses — killing unbelievers
e Use of suicide bombers
» Historically forbidden, but “martyrdom”?
 Renewed influence of Qutb and Wahhab
» Stronger Hamas, Hezbolla, and al-Queda



The Struggle for 215t Century Islam

e “Arab Springs” highlights the biggest challenge
* Repressive Governments

Failed Economies

Social Injustices

Legacies of the colonial period

How to govern is the big question

* The seeds for these uprisings were sown much earlier — places like
Serbia, Georgia, etc.



The Struggle for 215t Century Islam

)

* Muslim Brotherhood — masters of “gradualism’
* Founded in 1928 by Hasan al-Banna
Advocated separation from secular society

Established communities of “true” believers
 Committed to the struggle (Jihad) to transform society

Outlawed by Nassar in 1954
Espoused non-violence but learned otherwise

Came to power after Egyptian “Arab Spring”
* Failed miserably with Morsi

Now looking for a new paradigm
* Stronger “society” and weaker “state”



The Struggle for 215 Century Islam

* The Impacts of Globalization
e Reform of Sharia law?
* Reclaiming of women’s rights for Muslims

* The Impacts of Cyberspace

* Tele-evangelism
* Internet and social media

* The Impacts of Religious Pluralism

* Rights of non-Muslim minorities Examples — Egypt,
Bangladesh

e Rights of Muslim minorities Example — France, Myanmar
* Rise of Muslim multi-faith and inter-civilization initiatives



The Struggle for 215 Century Islam

* Key issues facing Muslims today
 The role of Sharia
* How much change is possible?

* The nature of democracy
* Can it be made compatible?

* The status of women
* Education, opportunities, careers

* The relationship of Jihad and terrorism
* Are they related?

* The rights of non-Muslims



The Struggle for 215 Century Islam

What about Israel? Many stumbling blocks
» Settlements, Gaza, Syria/lraq situation, etc.

Peace depends on a just solution (my view)
* Nationhood for Palestinians
* Security for Israelis
* Religious pluralism for Jerusalem

Arab democratization — not good for Israel?
* Better to have the dictator you know....
* Fear of changed relationship between the West and the new “democracies”

Is time of the essence?
* As time goes on the balance of power may shift



The Struggle for 215 Century Islam

* ISIS — The rise of a new Caliphate?
* Arab spring results disillusioned many
* Sought new way to power
* Not accommodating Islamic Law with modern nation-state
* Return to 7t century model of caliphate

* Methods were somewhat appropriate to 7t century
e But not to today’s world

* Reveling in “struggle, danger, and death”
Now serves as a continuing model for terrorism



Hope for the future

* The Amman Message
* Initiated by King Abdulla of Jordan in 2004
* |slam’s message of tolerance
* Endorsed by Muslim scholars worldwide in late 2006

* A Common Word
* |nitiative began after Pope Benedict’s 2006 speech
* Open letter by Muslims to Christian leaders
* Meeting took place in late 2008
» Appeal for Palestinian/Israeli peace

e The Abrahamic Initiative
e Tri-faith initiative in Denver



Questions for discussion

* Is Islam a religion of peace?
e What is the role of women in Islam?
e What is the difference between fundamentalism and terrorism?

* What is the difference between Sunni and Shia?
* |s there hope for a Palestinian/Israeli settlement?



Muslim Guests

* Yasser and Amal Kassir
* Yasser
* Getting advanced degree

e Amal
* Well known poet

e Father — Mahmoud
e Owner of Damascus Grill on Colorado Blvd.



Homework

* Look up: Rediya Kadeer, Irshad Manji, and Ayaan Hirsi Ali
* All are recipients of the Lantos Human Rights Prize in 2015
e All are critical of Islam and advocate for its reform

e 2016 recipient — Vian Dakhil, an Iraqi Yazidi
Caught in Trump travel “ban”



Visit to Mosque

Colorado Muslim Society Mosque
2071 South Parker Road



